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EAST EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS AND ROOTS OF THE 10
CENTURIES ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE IN THE CARPATHIAN
BASIN BY THE RESULTS OF THE LATEST INVESTIGATIONS!

© 2018 . Attila Tiirk

Early Hungarian history, better known as Hungarian prehistory, is a research area with scarce written
sources. Consequently, archaeology, as a scientific discipline boasting a rapidly increasing number of sources,
may acquire significant importance in this area. This is a fact even if from a methodological perspective, the
historical and ethnic assessment of archaeological findings must satisfy much stricter criteria than before. To
arrive at a reliable historical interpretation, we would need to be familiar with the ethnic identity of the original
owners of the archaeological findings as well as with their political affiliation, which obviously surpasses the
scope of archaeology. Nevertheless, thorough knowledge about the contemporary, significant archaeological
differences between the Eastern European grassy and forest steppes, forest regions, and the microregions of
the former makes it possible to research migration with traditional archaeological methods. Completing our
investigation with natural scientific methods, we may have a lot more to say about these matters than our
predecessors. For archaeology, the fundamental question about the early Hungarian history has remained the
same to this day: from the archaeological findings of the territory stretching from the Urals to the Carpathian
Basin, i.e. west of the Western Siberian proto-homeland hypothesized earlier based on linguistic arguments,
what links can be made to the early medieval ancestors of Hungarians? Or in other words, can the location of
the individual settlement areas — hypothesized on the basis of the written sources — be confirmed in light of the
more recent archaeological findings? Moreover, do the origins and the system of relations of the findings from
the Age of the Conquest direct researchers primarily towards the east, and if yes, to what extent? To answer
these questions, two research methodologies have essentially been developed in the course of over 100 years.
One of them proceeds from the Urals towards the Carpathians, referred to as the linear method, while the ret-
rospective method takes the 10" century heritage of the Carpathian Basin as a point of reference and guides the
researchers in finging the Eastern European antecedents. In my article, [ will go over the latest archaeological
findings based on the latter.

Keywords: archacology, early history of Hungarians, Ural Mountains, Volga, Middle Ages

Nowadays it is a scientific fact, that there
are only a few written sources on the history
of the ancient Hungarians. At the same time,
archaeology — a discipline with a dynamically
growing corpus of finds — plays a key role in this
field of research (Fodor, 2012, pp. 125—146).
This holds true even if the methodological criteria
for the historical assessment of archaeological
finds and their cultural contexts have become
much stricter, especially regarding the ethnic
attribution of archaeological assemblages
(Balint, 1994, pp. 39—46; 1999, pp. 13—16). For
archaeology, the fundamental question about
early Hungarian history has been the same to this
day: from the archaeological finds of the territory
stretching from the Urals to the Carpathian
Basin, i.e. west of the Western Siberian proto-
homeland hypothesized earlier based on
linguistic arguments, what links can be made
to the early medieval ancestors of Hungarians?
(Tirk, 2014, pp.19-30). Or to put it differently,
can the location of the individual settlement

areas — hypothesized on the basis of the written
sources — be confirmed in light of the more recent
archaeological finds? Moreover, do the origins
and the system of relations of the finds from the
Age of the Conquest point primarily towards the
east and if yes, to what extent? (Fodor, 1994, pp.
47-65). To answer these questions, two research
methodologies have essentially been developed
over little more than the past 100 years or so.
One of them proceeds from the Urals towards
the Carpathians, referred to as the linear method,
while the other takes the 10" century heritage of
the Carpathian Basin as a point of departure and
looks for the Eastern European antecedents — this
is the retrospective method (Langd, 2007; Tirk,
2012, pp. 3—28).

One of the greatest difficulties in research
on the ancient Hungarians is the overview,
filtering and interpretation of the rich corpus of
early medieval archaeological finds from the vast
region between the Urals and the Carpathian Basin
(Posta, 1905; Balint, 1989, pp. 44—73; Fodor,

! The research was realized in the frames of OTKA Grant 106369; MTA BTK MOT Grant 28/317/2012. This
paper was supported by the Janos Bolyiai Research Scholarship of the HAS and the "New National Excellence Program,

Bolyai+" (UNKP-18-4-PPKE-25)
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1993, pp. 17-38; Fodor, 1994; 2009; Erdélyi,
2008). The linguistic, palaeoenvironmental and
archaeological record, and the ethnography
of the population groups living in the area all
suggested that the emergence of the ancient
Hungarians could be located to western Siberia,
also called the Hungarians’ ancestral homeland
(Fodor, 2006, pp. 89—114). During the long
migration to the Carpathian Basin, the ancient
Hungarians lived in various regions, where they
encountered and came into contact with many
different peoples. Three of the known settlement
territories mentioned in the written sources have
been studied in more detail: Magna Hungaria,
Levedia and Etelkoz (Tropk, 2016, c. 268—272).

In the past decade, the archaeological
research of early Hungarian history took a huge
leap forward thanks to the new early medieval
finds recovered in the region of the River
Dniester and the Ural Mountains (Komap, 2008,
c. 214-216; Komap, 2011, c. 21-78). From the
aspect of archaeological methodology, we can
affirm that this group of finds and archaeological
phenomena appears to be related to the 10™
century material culture of the Carpathian Basin.
Such connections have only been established in
the South Russian forest and partly grassy steppes,
in the region of the Volga elbow of Samara and
the Southern Urals.

A handful of eminent Russian, Ukrainian
and Moldavian archaeologists, who were familiar
with the archaeological material of the Hungarian
Conquest period (the 10™ century material in the
Carpathian Basin), noted the possible relevance
of certain find assemblages to ancient Hungarian
history (MBanos, 1999; 2015; Psabuesa, Padu-
vHoBm4, 2007, c. 195-230; CramenkoB, 2009,
c. 228-229) and also pointed out the possible
cultural contacts in their publications. However,
a secure identification requires an archaeological
database (Komap, 2013, c. 182—231) covering
the entire range of archaeological assemblages
and their local cultural contacts with a firm
chronological grounding to which the new
Hungarian Conquest period assamblages from the
Carpathian Basin and the new east european finds
can be compared (Fodor, 2009a, pp. 163—171).

The Hungarian Conquest is traditionally
dated to 895, but in addition to the data of the
written sources, certain archaeological finds also
seem to have confirmed recently that the material
culture of the Conquest period had appeared
earlier in the Carpathian Basin. An indication
of that, for instance, is the radiocarbon dating of
the graves of a few armed men buried separately
(for example near Szeged: Tiirk et al. 2015). If

new discoveries could be added to this group of
finds, that will be yet another argument in support
of the hypothesis that the Conquest did not take
place over one or two years, but that it should be
regarded as a historical process lasting for several
decades, closed by the battle of Pozsony in 907
(Mesterhazy, 1993, pp. 270-311; Révész 1996;
Révész, 2003, pp. 338-346).

Archaeological research on the ancient
Hungarians is, understandably, inextricably
bound up with the 10" century heritage period
archaeology ofthe Carpathian Basin. Thisis hardly
surprising, given that the Hungarian Conquest
period is the indispensable reference point for the
two basicresearch designs in studies on the ancient
Hungarians, namely the linear (from the Urals to
the Carpathians) and the retrospective (the search
for earlier eastern parallels starting from the 10™
century assemblages of the Carpathian Basin)
(Fodor 1975; Révész, 1998, pp. 523-532; Lango,
2007). The archaeological record nowadays
clearly indicates that the antecedents to the 10th
century find assemblages of the Carpathian Basin
can be found in the earlier, 9" century material
of Eastern Europe. While it is now clear that the
proportion of eastern find types in the Hungarian
Conquest period material is not as high as was
assumed a few decades ago, we also know of
find assemblages leading all the way to the Urals
that were deposited in the 10" century, i.e. after
the generally accepted date of the Hungarian
Conquest (AD 895), which are thus roughly
contemporaneous with the Hungarian Conquest
period material from the Carpathian Basin.

Interestingly enough, these finds occur
almost exclusively in the regions that can be
considered as the possible settlement territories
of the ancient Hungarians. The mapping of these
finds and their historical and archaeological
assessment is at least as important as of the
relevant eastern analogous finds that can be dated
before 895. In the case of a few assemblages,
mostly stray finds, there is no way of telling
whether these were deposited before or after
895. This problem, which can hardly be resolved
using conventional archaeological methods
based on the formal similarities or dissimilarities
of various artefact types, again underscores
the need for the widespread application of
archaeometric analyses such as radiocarbon
dating (Tiirk, 2010; Tirk et al. 2015). On the
other hand in the case of archaeogenetic studies,
mtDNA and Y chromosome analyses can shed
light on ancient population lineages (Csakyova
et al. 2017). It must be repeatedly emphasized
that the comparative material for archacogenetic
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studies should be made up of 10" century, rather
than modern samples if the aim is to search for
the possible eastern relations of the 10™ century
population (Csdsz et al., 2013, pp. 237-243;
Mende, Tiirk, 2017, p. 69). New advances in
this field can be expected from the study of the
skeletal remains of individuals born in the east,
but buried in the Carpathian Basin. It is also clear
that the selection of skeletal samples of this type
can only be achieved through radiocarbon dating.

Studying the eastern connections and
the archaeological heritage of the Conquest
period and the early Arpadian Age could reveal
some references as to which direction the
conquering forefathers may have reached the
Carpathian Basin from. The earliest such finds
that are relevant to this research are located on
the external, eastern side of the Carpathians,
in the region of the Moldavian Republic and
the Lower Danube (Fodor, 1993, pp. 17-38;
Fodor, 1994, pp. 47-65). However, doubts of a
chronological nature have been raised recently
concerning the historical assessment of the finds.
The characteristic S-terminalled ring ornaments
exposed in the cemetery near Przemysl is an
indication of burials carried out in the second half
and at the end of the 10" century.

Thus, the possibility was raised that
these archaeological sites — or at least, some of
them — are not the westernmost remnants of the
settlement areas of Etelkoz, but they could be
evidence of groups sent to live in the frontier
region of the passes at the end of the 10th century,
most likely for the purposes of military defence.
The graves that were discovered here and there in
the multi-grave burial sites of 10th century Rus
certainly cannot be linked with the residence of
Etelkoz (Komap, 2011, c. 21-78). These graves
are as distinct from their environment as the
group of finds — recently discovered near the
battlefield of Augsburg — originating from the
10th century Carpathian Basin. These finds could
belong most likely to Hungarian warriors who
served in Kiev as mercenaries. In exchange, there
were numerous soldiers who came to Hungary
from there, commemorated, for instance, by the
toponym Oroszvar and the axe-shaped amulets
in the Carpathian Basin (Fiiredi et al., 2017,
pp. 413—467). The third heavily contested group
of artefacts found around Bucharest and Lake
Tei, whose less characteristic archaeological
material — mainly based on the features of the
Subbotcy horizon to be presented below — is
regarded today as belonging to the Pechenegs or
other late nomadic groups (boxwuii, Ilnernéna,
1988, c. 99—-115).

Regrettably, from the territory of present-
day Moldavia to the region of the River
Dniester, we have only few finds of interest
from the aspect of early Hungarian history
(Psi6rieBa, Pabunosuu, 2007, c. 195-230). This
phenomenon might be explained by the different
geographical environment, as there we can find
hilly geomorphological forms of greater altitude.
It should be noted that the western border of
Etelk6z was most likely not the stretch of the
Lower Danube, because archaeological evidences
of the First Bulgarian Tsardom — including entire
sites — occur in considerable numbers far to the
north as well.

As of today, we do not have additional
finds of this kind east of the River Dnieper, but
it should be noted that in other ages and in the
case of other peoples, too, the settlements were
typically located in larger river valleys. Finds like
the ones exposed at Slobozeya were unearthed
along the middle course of the Dnieper, in the
region of present-day Kryvyi Rih, Kirovohrad,
Dnipropetrovsk and Kremenchuk, which have
been archaeologically known as the as the
Subbotcy horizon after the first archaeological
site where they were located (Komap, 2011,
c. 21-78). These finds seem to originate from the
second half of the 9th century by using both the
traditional dating method as well as radiocarbon
dating. Thus, based on both the characteristics of
the finds and their dating, those buried here must
have been the Hungarians of the settlement areas
of Etelkoz. These sites all lie in the territory that
can be correlated with the Etelk6z of the written
sources. The radiocarbon dates for the Subotcy
horizon fall into the later 9" century (Tiirk, 2010,
Fig. 5). All of this is in fascinating harmony with
the chronological data of the written sources,
in which Hungarians do not appear before the
second half or second third of the 9th century.

The most relevant new eastern finds
have been reported from Slobozdeya. The
archaeological site of Slobodzeya along the
Dniester has been the archaeological sensation of
the past few years (Illep6akoBa, Tamum, TeabHOB,
2008). The finds of the more than 20 burial sites,
linked with the Hungarians by most researchers
and which were dug secondarily into the
embankment of the Bronze Age kurgan, clearly
reflect Slavic connections, for example the pottery
finds of the late Luka-Raikovetskaya culture.
However, they also include some Byzantine silk
and ceramics supposedly from Crimea, and even
wheel-thrown pottery originating from the Volga
region. In addition to the types of jewellery and
horse harness showing a clear parallel with the
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10" century material culture of the Carpathian
Basin, the raw material (silver gilt) and the floral
ornamentation as well as the manner of burial
(skull facing west, flayed horse skin) signal
an incontestable association. While the finds
reflect contact with the neighbouring territories,
especially the Slavic lands to the north, principally
indicated by pottery imports. These contacts are
also mentioned in the written sources.

The territory between the Dnieper and
the Volga is the biggest blank spot in the
archaeological research of early Hungarian
history. The only find that we can mention from
here is the grave of Vorobyevo (ITneruéra, 2003,
c. 103—114) in the Don region. Although it
shows strong signs of Saltovo origin (or pseudo-
Saltovo, to be more precise), the buckle and some
other features indicate an obvious origin from the
Volga-Urals region. Levedia, whose existence
was hypothesized to begin from the second third
of the 8" century, located around Don-Seversky
Donets, cannot be archaeologically confirmed,
and what is more important: there are no finds
originating from the Volga-Urals, either. In fact,
archaeologically speaking, there are no signs
whatsoever that would indicate the migration
of any population to Europe from the eastern
bank of the Volga, the possibility of which was,
at any rate, successfully reduced by the Khazar
Khaganate according to the written sources. On
the other hand, it has been clearly shown that
such a process did take place in the second third
of the 9" century. As a matter of fact, the onetime
existence of the settlement area of the Don River
region was built on exclusively the etymology of
the word Dentiimogyer noted down in the 13™
century, but the interpretation of the latter as ’Don
té1i magyar’ [i.e. Don-rooted Hungarian] has been
discarded. By the way, the ’Don root’ was one
of the most densely populated areas of Eastern
Europe at the time, inhabited by the Alans of the
Saltovo-Mayaki culture in the 8"-10" century,
so our forefathers would have hardly been able
to set up camp there (Fodor, 1977, pp. 79-114).
Furthermore, there is another argument that goes
against this hypothesis: Levedia's *placement’ in
Khazaria was motivated by the attempt to define
the place where the ancient Turkish loan words
would have been received. However, the Alans
living in the above-mentioned area spoke an
Iranian language, not Turkish, and the Turkish
language swap is neither proven in their case, nor
is it likely.

The same two arguments hold true for the
northern frontier of the Caucasus in relation to
the hypothesis of the Caucasian or Kuban region

proto-homeland. In the past couple of years, we
have received news of some exciting finds from
the region of Krasnodar (quite similar to the ones
from the Age of the Conquest). However, these
are finds mostly collected by treasure hunters,
and they lack the archaeological context. Also,
presumably they were not found in pit graves, but
in chamber graves that were unique to the Alans.
Therefore, their assessment requires further and
substantial research. Naturally, the question of
Levedia's location does not refute the fact of
the Khazar-Hungarian encounters; it is only
the geographical site of these ancient relations
commemorated by written sources that needs to
be reconsidered (Rona-Tas 1999).

The human-figure fittings of the Subbotsy
horizon (i.e. the legacy of the settlement areas of
Etelk6z) depicting the figures in a characteristic
cross-legged position, or the 9" century
appearance of the silver and pressed silver
mounts — though decorated by Saltovo patterns —
in the Saltovo Alan chamber graves can serve as
evidence of the ancient connections. The links to
the Khazars are also explicitly confirmed by the
trapezoid cross section of the bow-hilt plate as
well as by certain types of mounts that are typical
of the Conquest period and the Sokolovskaya
Balka horizon of the Khazar Khaganate (bupo,
Jlanro, Tropk, 2009, c. 407—441), despite the fact
that the latter had disappeared by the beginning
of the 9 century, and we are not yet familiar with
the 9"-10™ century archaeological finds of the
’real” Khazars (Adanacees, 1999, c. 85—89).

The location of Levedia, however, still
runs into problems. The archaeological record
of the Don—Northern Seversky Donets region,
which was earlier identified with Levedia
(AxcénoB, 2001, c. 212-214), contains no
traces whatsoever of a population arriving from
the Ural region between the 6th and the 8"
centuries. At the same time, there is barely any
resemblance between the Hungarian Conquest
period finds and the 8-10™ century assemblages
of the Saltovo-Mayatskaya culture distributed in
the region traditionally identified — mainly in the
Hungarian research — with Levedia (Fodor, 1977,
pp. 79-114). This culture was earlier interpreted
as the archaeological correlate of the entire
territory of the Khazar Khaganate, and thus also
of Levedia, which was part of the khaganate.
The Saltovo culture, which was earlier divided
into so-called regional variants in view of the
considerable divergences in its material (ITner-
HéBa, 1967; 1981; 1999) is no longer regarded as
a big uniform archaeological culture as originally
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defined by S. A. Pletneva (Adanacwen, 1987,
Werbart, 1996).

The archaeological record seems to confirm
earlier suggestions that Levedia was maybe not
an independent settlement territory of the ancient
Hungarians, but was part of the probably easterly
areas of Etelk6z. The chronology of the finds
from the southern Urals and the Dnieper region
suggests a relatively rapid migration of the
ancient Hungarians no earlier than the beginning
of the 9" century, as was earlier suggested by
Russian and Ukrainian research (MBanos, 1999;
benasun, MBanos, Kpsutacosa, 2009).

The distribution of the archaeological
material known from the two eponymous sites
would only warrant this label for the so-called
Alanic or forested steppe variant (Adana-
ceeB, 2001, c. 43-55); the connections of the
other regional variants with the Saltovo culture
have been convincingly refuted by Russian and
Ukrainian scholars (MBanos, 2002, c. 36—38;
Komnopna, 2011, c. 21-31; ®néposa, Gnépos, 2000,
c. 137-141). Owing to the above considerations,
the labels ’Saltovo culture’ and ’Saltovo cultural-
historical complex’ are regularly employed
in the Russian and Ukrainian archaeological
literature even by scholars who do not challenge
the cultural primacy or the leading role of the
Khazars (Komap, 1999, c. 111-136; 2004, Komap,
c. 87-91). Hungarian scholars differ over the
interpretation of the Saltovo culture and its
cultural impact on the ancient Hungarians (Balint
1975, pp. 79-114; Fodor, 1977, pp. 79-114;
Révész, 1998, pp. 523-532).

Itisnow clearthatsome ofthe find types, such
as the clay cauldrons (Adanacbes, Jlonan, 1996,
c. 18-20; Jloman, 2007, c. 240-311), that were
believed to have their counterparts in the Saltovo
culture cannot be derived from that culture or that
they are objects which are known also from the
territories neighbouring on the Saltovo culture’s
distribution either as imports or as local copies
(for example in the Volintsevskaia culture and in
the so-called early Mordvinian burial grounds).
Saltovo type finds could thus have reached the
ancient Hungarians from areas other than the
Saltovo heartland and thus their presence in the
archaeologidal heritage does not necessaryimply
that the ancient Hungarians had once lived on
the territory of the Saltovo culture (Tirk 2010,
pp. 261-306). In fact, the Hungarian Conquest
period finds and the 9™ and 10™ century
archaeological material of the Etelkoz region
reflect much closer contacts with the 8"-9®"
century (and, of course, 10" century) assemblages
of the southern Urals and the Middle Volga region.

New finds bearing an uncanny resemblance to the
Hungarian Conquest period material are known
from the Samara area in the Middle Volga region
(Cramenkos, 2009, c. 228-229).

In the territory enclosed by the Dnieper and
the Volga rivers, the 9"—11" century cemeteries of
the ancient peoples speaking most likely Finno-
Ugric languages, who lived on the frontier of
the forests and the forest steppe, represent much
closer parallels in archaeological terms. At the
same time, the so-called proto-Mordovian and
proto-Cheremis burial sites (MBanos, 1952) are
not related to the ancestors of the Hungarians in
an ethnic sense.

The similarities observed should be
interpreted primarily as cultural links, even
though the archaeological material that is of
interest to us often emerge from women's tombs,
and may be a sign of intermarriages in the given
period. Although both criteria — the co-presence
of the Uralian and the Conquest period traits —
are satisfied here, further detailed chronological
examinations will be necessary. For instance, it
has already been revealed about some supposedly
Hungarian finds (e.g. the belt mounts of Grave
505 of Kryukovo Kuznoye) that based on their
technical specificities and material composition,
they are most probably objects of Bulgarian origin.
Nevertheless, the historical-archaeological
analysis of the typological similarities and their
characteristic distribution areas will continue to
be a cardinal task (Zelencova, Saprykina, Tirk,
2018, pp. 689-720).

At the Samara elbow of the Volga, on the
left bank of the river, we know of six or seven
archaeological sites from the 8™ and 9™ centuries
(Nemchanka, Proletarskoye Gorodishche
116 km, etc.) that are noteworthy from a
Hungarian perspective. In addition to the metal
finds, the appearance of Uralian-type ceramics
is a significant phenomenon here (Bakalskaya
culture and Kushnarenkovo/Karayakupovo
culture). Among the latter, we can mention the
hand-made pots with a sphere-shaped bottom and
a braid ornament around their neck, slimmed by
river mussels or talc. These kinds of pots occur
at several other sites, also from much earlier
times (Cramenkos, 2009, c. 228-229). The early
medieval finds of this microregion show that
waves of migration from the direction of the
Urals hit the territory in two or three periods
from the Hun period until the 9" century. On the
right bank of the river, research has discovered
the appearance of supposedly Turkic-speaking
peoples in a similar chronological order; thus,
in other words, it was not only and primarily



246

APXEOJIOTUS EBPASUMCKUX CTEITEM Ne6 2018

the appearance of the Volga Bulgarians that led
to the *Turkization’ of the Volga region. From
the territory of the Saltovo culture, there are
unquestionable traces of relocation from the end
of the 7™ century. Thus, if finds should appear
around the Samara Elbow of the Volga that are
the archaeological legacy affiliated of the Khazar
Khaganate, then we can rightly hypothesize the
presence of a population speaking a western
Turkic language near the middle course of the
Volga (MatBeeBa, 1997; Kazakos, 1999, c. 23-38).

This seems to be confirmed by the
disappearance of the archaeological assemblages
closely related to the Saltovo complex (such as
the Novinki- and Uren’ type find horizons) by the
turn of the 7"—8™ centuries at the latest (Cramen-
koB, 1995, c. 268-291). It is difficult to determine
when the ancient Hungarians first appeared in this
region. The hand-thrown, cord-impressed pottery
tempered with crushed mussels of the Ural region
typical for the Kushnarenkovo (6"—8™ centuries)
and the Karayakupovo cultures (8"—9™ centuries)
has been reported from several sites (including
settlements) in the Samara area (CraieHkos,
2009, c. 228-229).

Why, and more importantly, how the
Hungarians crossed the Volga and moved to the
west, we do not yet know. In my opinion, we
have reason to suppose that — as written sources
report about it later, in the case of the Pechenegs
—these events could not have taken place without
the cooperation, agreement, and alliance of the
Khazars. A probable underlying reason of the
move could have been the arrival of the Pechenegs
in the frontiers of the Southern Urals at the turn
of the 8" and 9" centuries from the south, and
then the Kimeks, maybe Bashkirians (Srostrinsk
culture) from the east. The threat embodied by
the nomadic Petchenegs may also explain the
scarcity of ancient Hungarian finds between the
Volga and the Dnieper, and also why evidence for
a more permanent settlement is only known from
the Dnieper region, from sites mostly lying on
the river’s western bank. Knowing the mobility
of nomadic peoples and especially of nomadic
armies, moving to a distance of no more than a few
hundred kilometres away was hardly a feasible
solution. While it is uncertain what exactly
triggered the migration — an issue that can hardly
be resolved using conventional archaeological
methods — an attack by the Petchenegs (the
so-called first Petcheneg-Hungarian war) as
assumed earlier by historians, seems a logical
scenario (Tropk, 2016, c. 268-272).

Chronologically speaking, a likely date
seems to be the second third of the 9™ century,

which is also supported by the dating of the
finds typical of the Volga—Southern Urals region
that appeared in Eastern Europe. Note that this
chronology is in accordance with the data of the
written sources as well, which do not mention the
ancestors of the Hungarians in Eastern Europe
before 830/850. According to the latest research,
the crossing of the Volga must have taken place
through the Zhiguli Mountains located north of
the town of Samara, and well-known from later
sources, where the river bottleneck is split by
several smaller islands.

In the Southern Urals, it is the Bashkirian
and East Tatarstanian, so-called Kushnarenkovo
and Karayakupovo archaeological cultures from
the 6"—9" centuries that research has connected
with the forefathers of the Hungarians (bema-
BuH, MBanoB, KpsutacoBa, 2009; HBaHnos,
2015). Recently, the archaeological sites of these
cultures have extended much further south and
east of the previous places (i.e. the grassy steppes
of Orenburg — Filippovka and the Trans-Uralian
forest steppes — Sineglazovo, Karanayevo,
Uelgi), even overlapping into the 10" century
at places (boranos, Jlykunsix, Tugeman, 2011,
c. 104-114). There were obviously significant
changes taking place in the territories lying east
of the Urals at the turn of the 8" century (e.g. the
disappearance of the kurgan burials). Leaving
the eastern side of the Urals has been linked with
various historical events by different researchers,
and most often, they have been interpreted as the
northern effect of mass migrations related to the
emergence of the First Turk Khaganate (bora-
708, 2017, c. 267-334).

Concerning the eastern precedents,
we should mention the recently outlined
Bakalskaya culture (46" centuries). At certain
archaeological sites of this culture, the proportion
of the so-called ’Proto-Kushnarenkovo ceramics’
is as high as 25 percent (Boramos, 2017,
c. 267-334). The significance of the distinction
of the Bakalskaya culture in the forest steppes
of the Trans-Urals lies in the fact that it fills the
chronological void after the termination of the
Sargatskaya culture, the most important culture
of the region going back to the Iron Age, and
which was also linked — mistakenly — with the
predecessors of the Hungarians. Previously,
many tried to date the end of the Sargatskaya
culture (4™ century BC — 4" century AD) to the
6th century, mainly to be able to link it with the
beginning of the Kushnarenkovo culture.

In the Bakalskaya culture, however, it
is clearly the Sargatka traditions that live on,
while its links with the Kushnarenkovo culture
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are also clear-cut (MarBeeBa, 3enenkoB, 2016,
c. 246-251). Its chronological place between the
4™ and 6™ centuries AD is supported by dozens
of radiocarbon examinations. Today many local
researchers do not see any Hungarian—Ugrian
precedents in the Sargatskaya culture; rather,
they emphasize the mostly southern, Scythian-
type features and origin of the latter. While
this question necessitates a lot more future
investigation, we can ascertain that this is the
most distant archaeological culture in time and
space to which we can go back on the basis of the

heritage of the Hungarian Conquest period with
more or less certainty.

It is, of course, possible to study the historic
events of the Iron Age of the region (Marsee-
Ba, 2016), as well as the Uralian archaeological
cultures of the period prior to the evolution of the
Hungarian language. At the same time, there are
more and more Hungarian researchers who think
that the events that took place before the birth of
the independent Hungarian language (approx.
1000-500 BC) (Fodor 1975) should no longer be
considered as part of the early Hungarian history.
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BOCTOUYHOEBPOINIEMCKHUE KOPHU U APXEOJIOTMYECKOE
HACJIEJUE JPEBHUX MAJIbSAP KAPIIATCKOM KOTJIOBUHBI (X B.)
B 3EPKAJIE HOBbBIX UCCJIIEJOBAHUUN?

ArTnia Twopk

HccnenoBanne BOCTOYHBIX CBA3eH 1Mo apxeonoruu Kapmarckoro 6accelina B X B. SIBISIETCS OJHOW U3
BOKHEHIIINX 3a/a4 B M3yUYEeHUN ApeBHEMAaIbsIpckoi mcropuu. B mocmeaame 5-10 net sta paborta momydnia
HOBBIE HMMITYJIbCHI Oaromapsi HOBBIM BOCTOYHBIM HaXOAKaM, M OTKPBITHIO MarepuaioB CyOOOTIIEBCKOTO
TOPU30HTA — IIEPEXOIHOT0 3BEHA MEXK/Y BEHIePCKUMH NaMsTHuUKamMu Ypana u Kapnarckoro 6acceiina. Heine
M3BECTHO MPOUCXOXKJCHUE BOCTOUHBIX aHAJIOTHH HaxoakaM 3moxu oOperenus ponunsl (X B). K ux mepsoit
IpyIIe IPUHAJJIEKAT CHHXPOHHBIE MaTEPUAJIBI BOCTOYHOIO ITPOUCXOK/IeHUs. Hanpumep, aMyIeThI-TOIIOPUKH,
YHCII0 KOTOPBIX B MOCIIEIHEE BpeMs pe3Ko Bo3pocio. Ko BTopoil rpymie MOXXKHO OTHECTH HaXOAKH IMO3/IHEe
amoxu o0peTeHns ponuHbl. Hampumep, n300pasuTenbHOE HCKYCCTBO € TabMeTTaMi. BocTounble mapanienn
BEHTEPCKUX HaXOJOK MOXHO HalTH, B YACTHOCTH, B CTEIH, HA TeppuTopun Xa3zapckoro Karanara. Ceromus
BO3PACTaET KOJIMYECTBO apTe(haKTOB, yKa3bIBAIOIIMX HA HEMOCPEICTBEHHYIO CBs3b Kapnarckoil KOTIOBHHBI
¢ Bomxkcko-Ypansckom peruonom u FOxubIM Ypanom (Hanpumep, TpyOOUuKd A TpyTa, U. T.A.). IHOraa MbI
MOKEM OMPCACINTL TOYHYIO q)YHKHI/IIO 9THUX HAaXO0AO0K C ITIOMOIIIBIO HUMEHHO BOCTOYHBIX aHAJIOTUH. PC3yHbTaTLI
AQHTPOTIOJIOTHH U OMOAPXEOJOTHH MOATBEPXKAAIOT CIOXKHOCTh JAPEBHEMAIbSIPCKON HCTOPHH aHAIOTUYHON
OTHMCAHUSAM U3 TUCHbMEHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB. TakuM 0O0pa3zoMm, A UCCIIETOBAHMS apXEOJIOTHIECKOTO MaTepraia
Kapnarckoro OacceitHa X B. HEOOXOOMMO 3HAaTh PAHHECPETHEBEKOBBIM apXEONOTHYECKHH KOMILIEKC
Bocrounoit EBporsr. ['eorpaduueckoe pactpocTpaHeHHue BOCTOUHBIX aHAJIOTHA TIO3BOJISIET CIIENaTh BaXKHbIE
HCTOpUYECKHE BBIBOJBL. B 11e710M, HAXOIKH, CBA3aHHBIE C MaabspaMu, 0OHApYKEHBI HA TEX TEPPUTOPHSX, Ha
KOTOPBIX U MO0 JaHHBIM JIMHIBUCTHUKU U UCTOPUU IIPOUCXOANII STHOTCHE3 BEHI'POB, UJIK B TEX KpasdX, IAC KU

2 JlaHHOE MCCIIe/IOBAaHME peatn3oBaHo B pamkax rpanta OTKA 106369; MTA BTK MOT Grant 28/317/2012.
Pabora BbIMONHEHA MPU YacTUYHOW (HUHAHCOBON MOMACPIKKE HCCICIOBATCIbCKOM cruneHauen Suoma bosss,
Benrepckoii akazemun Hayk i "HoBoii HallMOHaIbHOI MporpaMMoii mpesocxozcTsa,Bolyai+" (UNKP-18-4-PPKE-25).
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HapOJIbl, KOHTAKTUPOBABIIIHE C MaJbsipaMu. B ocieHee BpeMst BO3POCIIO YHUCIIO MOTHIIEHUKOB Ha TEPPUTOPUN
npeBHEW Pycu, B KOTOPBIX MOTPeOSHUS COBEPIIAINCH C IPEAMETaMU «BEHTepCKOTo Tumay. [lomaraem, 4ro atu
HAaXOJKH MPUHAJJICKATIU TEM HaeMHHUKaM, KOTOpbIe, BO3MOXKHO, repecenminuch B Pyck u3z Beurpuu. Haxoaxu,
CBSI3aHHBIE C BEHIPaMU, paCIIPOCTPAHEHbI HE 110 Bcell EBpasuu, 4To MOXKET IIOMOYb B PEKOHCTPYKLUU ITyTH
NEPEABUKCHUA MaJlbip — BOIIPOC, KOTOpBIﬁ J0 CHUX IOP OCTACTCA NUCKYCCHUOHHBIM. XpOHOJIOFI/ISI JABUXXCHUA
BEHTPOB TAKKE CTIOPHAA, BeIb MaTeprasibl Cy00O0TIIEBCKOTO THITA M BO3MOYKHBIE PEBHEBEHTEPCKUE TAMATHUKI
Mexny [lHempoM u Ypanom MosiBISUINCH MPHOIM3UTENBHO OTHOBPEMEHHO. APXEOIIOTHYECKUI MaTepran He
MTO3BOJISIET TOBOPUTH O TOM, UTO BeHTpHI riepecekiu Bonry B cepenunue VIII B., kKak 3TO yTBEP>KIAIOT BEHT€PCKHE
uccienoBarenu. B mocieaHee Bpemsi BOSHUKIIM COMHEHUSI OTHOCUTEIIBHO 3a11aIHOCUOUPCKOTO MTPOUCXOMKICHUS
KyIIHapeHKOBCKOM KyabTypbl. C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, peabHbIM MPOJBUKEHUEM B TEMAaTHUKE CTajIH MOCIEeIHNe
OMOapXeoIOTHUECKUE HCCIeNOBaHUA. bmarogapss UM, yIaaoch YCTaHOBUTH, YTO TEHETUYCCKUNA MaTrepuai
9acTH BEHTPOB ATIOXU OOPETEHHs POAMHEI CBA3aH C paHHECPETHEBEKOBBIM HaceJIeHneM Bomkcko-Ypanbckoro
peruona u FOxxHoro Ypana.
KuroueBble c10Ba: apxeosiorusi, ICTOPUs IPEBHUX BEHIPOB, Ypai, Boira, cpenHeBeKOBbE.

Nudopmanus o0 aBTope:

Artuna Twpk. PhD. Unactutyr apxeonormm Karomuueckoro yHuBepcuteta uMm. llerepa Ilazmans,
(r. Bynarremt, Benrpus); turk.attila@btk.mta.hu



